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H 2205.1

HOUSE BI LL 2274

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives G ant, Newhouse and Hal er

Read first time 03/03/2005. Referred to Cormittee on Appropriations.

AN ACT Relating to the fruit and vegetable inspection account;
amendi ng RCW 15. 17. 240; and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature intends to phase out the
departnent of agriculture's practice of using funds fromthe fruit and
vegetabl e inspection account for the paynent of the departnent's
general and overhead expenses. The legislature intends that the
departnent's general and overhead expenses are paid from the state's
general fund.

Sec. 2. RCW15.17.240 and 2002 ¢ 322 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The fruit and vegetable inspection account is created in the
custody of the state treasurer. All fees collected under this chapter
must be deposited into the account. Except as specifically authorized
by this subsection, the director may authorize expenditures from the

account solely for the |nplenentat|on and enforcenent of ((Ph+s—ehap%ep

app#y+Hg—spee+#+ea##y—%e—%he—aeeean%)) the fruit and vegetabl e program
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For each fiscal year in the 2005-2007 biennium the director may
aut hori ze the use of up to two hundred fifty thousand dollars fromthe
account for paynent of general and admnistrative expenses of the
departnent, but only if the use of the funds provides sone benefit to
the fruit and vegetable inspection program For each fiscal year in
the 2007-2009 biennium the director nmay authorize the use of up to one

hundred twenty-five thousand dollars from the account for paynent of
general and administrative expenses of the departnent, but only if the
use of the funds provides sone benefit to the fruit and vegetable
i nspection program The account is subject to allotnment procedures
under chapter 43.88 RCW but an appropriation is not required for
expendi t ur es.

The director shall establish and maintain an account within the
fruit and vegetable inspection account for each district established
under RCW 15. 17. 230.

(2) By August 1, 2004, and by August 1st of each even-nunbered year
thereafter, the director shall review the balance of each of the
district accounts in the fruit and vegetabl e inspection account at the
end of the previous fiscal year. If the balance in the district
account exceeds the sumof the follow ng: An anount equal to the total
expenditures of the district served by that account for the l[ast six
mont hs of that previous fiscal year; any budgeted capital expenditures
fromthe account for the current fiscal year; and six hundred thousand
dollars, the director shall tenporarily and equally, on a percentage
basi s, reduce each of the fees accruing to the district account unti
such tinme that the district account has a bal ance equal to the amount
of the total expenditures fromthe account for the | ast seven nont hs of
the previous fiscal year, at which time the fees shall be returned to
t he anobunts before the tenporary reduction. In making the reductions,
the director shall attenpt to reduce fees for a twelve-nonth period so
as to apply the reductions to as many of the persons who annual ly pay

fees for services provided by the district. The tenporary fee
reductions shall be initially provided through the adoption of
energency rules. The energency and subsequent rules tenporarily

reducing the fees are exenpt fromthe requirenents of RCW 34.05.310 and
chapter 19.85 RCW These fees shall be reinstated through the
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1 expiration of the rules tenporarily reducing themand the authority to
2 reinstate themis hereby granted.

~-- END ---
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